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Introduced By: 

Proposed No. : 

Brian Derdowski 
Larry Phillips 
Louise Miller 

96-356 

1 , MOTION NO. 10000 
2 A MOTION adopting the Farm and Forest 
3 Report and approving the allocation of 
4 funds for expenditure of Farmland and 
5 Forest Preservation and Incentive 
6 Programs under the Arts and Natural 
7 Resources Initiative in accordance with 
8 Ordin.ance 11914. 
9 

10 II WHEREAS, the King County Council adopted Ordinance 11914 

11 II on July 31, 1995 authorizing appropriation of $10.5 million 

12· II in general obligation bond funds for the Arts and Natural 

13 II Resources Initiative, and 

14 II WHEREAS, the initiative included six funding categories 

15 II for arts, cultural resources and natural resource programs, 

16 II and 

17 II WHEREAS, two of the categories included in the 

18 II initiative are farmland preservation and working forest 

19 II program, and 

20 II WHEREAS, the King County Council adopted Mqtion 9514 on , 

21" March 27, 1995 approving program goals and guidelin~s for the 

22 II development of the Arts & Natural Resources Initiative, and 

23 " WHEREAS, the Farm and Forest Initiative Study was funded 

24 II by pr~ceeds of the Arts and Natural Resources Initiative and 

25 II was intended to explore the barriers to agriculture and 

26 II forestry in King County and identify potential incentives to 

27 II overcome those barriers, and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Kin~ County Agriculture Commission, the 

2 Farmland Advisory Committee, and the Forestry Advisory 

3 Committee participated in the Farm and Forest Initiative 

4 Study, and 

5 WHEREAS, the Agriculture Commission, the Farmland 

6 Advisory Committee, and the Forestry Advisory Committee have 

7 discussed the various acquisition, zoning and incentive 

8 programs identified in that study and made recommendations on 

9 those programs felt to be most effective in preserving and 

10 promoting local agriculture and working forests, and 

11 WHEREAS, it is the council's intention that the Arts and 

12 Natural Resources Initiative funds be distributed in a manner 

13 to most effectively preserve and promote local agriculture 

14 and working forests; 

15 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT MOVED by the Council of King 

16 County: 

17 The report entitled "Farm and Forest: A Strategy for 

18 Preserving the Working Landscapes of Rural King County", and 

19 the recommendations contained therein, are hereby adopted, 

20 and the Arts and Natural Resources Initiative funds dedicated 

21 to farmland preservation and working forests shall be 

22 distributed pursuant to the amended program recommendations 

23 and work program analysis contained herein and atta~hed to 

24 this motion, provided however, that $400,000 of the funds for 

25 the Working Forest Preservation Incentive Programs shall be 

26 ~laced in a reserve account, pending the submission no later 

27 than February 1, 1997 and the adoption by the Council of a 

28 detailed implementation plan outlining the proposed use of 

29 those funds. Of the remaining $100,000 Working Forest 

30 Preservation Incentive Program funds, $50,000 shall be 
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allocated for the Friend of the Forest program, and $50,000 

shall be allocated and used in conjunction with a state 
\ 

grant, for development of the Transfer of Development Rights. 

Program. 

The funds for the farmland preservation acquisition 

program, including the allocation of the remaining funds from 

the Farmlands Preservation Program, shall be allocated 

pursuant to the priority acquisition list outlined in 

Attachment D. The funds for the forest preservation 

acquisition program shall be allocated for rural forest 

property acquisition pursuant to the following priority: 

1. 322.85 acre Ring Hill Estates, located between NE 

148th Street and NE 162nd Street in the Redmond/Bear 

Creek area 

2. 1710 acre Carey Creek Headwaters property located 

near the intersection of Issaquah-Hobart Road SE and SR 

18. 

The acquisition programs should concentrate resources; 

where feasible, on the purchase of development rights rather 

than the fee simple acquisition of farm and forest lands. In 

order to expedite the acquisition program, the County is 

encouraged to work together or partner with 501(c) (~) non-

profit organizations. 
~ 

The Council may reallocate any of the funds for the farm 

and forest initiative not expended or firmly committed by 

December 31, 1997, consistent with the goals and objectives 

of this program. The Natural Resources Department staff 

shall submit a progress report to Council no later than 

December 31, 1997 detailing the status of all components of 

this initiative. 

- 3 -



.. ". , '."- 'rl 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

IOOO()~ 
The council agrees to fund the proposed farmland 

preservation and working forest elements of the Arts and 

Natural Resources Initiative with councilmatic bonds up to a 

maximum of six million dollars and intends to reimburse 

expenditures for the initiative from future bond proceeds. 

PASSED by a vote of I ~ to () this ItlA.. day of 

./1/1 () Ie fllb-( ,{ , 19 f~. 

ATTEST: 

Lv~ 
Clerk of the Council 

. Attachments: 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

Attachment A: Farmlands Preservation and Incentive Program 
Recommendations (revised 10/30/96) 
Attachment B: Working Forest Preservation and Incentive 
Program Recommendation (revised 10/7/96) 
Attachment C: Financial Chart 
Attachment D: Farmland Acquisition Projects Priority List 
(revised 10/30/96) 
Attachment E: Farm Work Program Analysis (revised 10/30/96) 
Attachment F: Forest Work Program Analysis (revised 10/4/96) 
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~ 1 10000 Attachment A 
Revised 10/30/96 

Farmland Preservation and Incentive Program 
Recommendations, Goals and Administrative Guidelines 

Acquisition Program: $1,600,000 

Goal: Acquire additional development rights to key, unprotected farmlands to make land 
more affordable to new farmers, protect additional acres of high quality farm soil from 
irreversibl,e conversion to non-farm uses and to augment the "critical mass" of producing 
lands necessary to support the long term viability of the local agriculture industry. 

Administration: The limited amount of funds available, even with inclusion of 
unappropriated Farmland Preservation Program Fund balance and federal grant funds, will 
require focusing on a limited number of key properties, Therefore, it is recommended that 
FFI funds be used to acquire unprotected lands within the Agriculture Production Districts 
of the Lower Green River Valley, the Enumclaw Plateau including the Upper Green River 
Valley, the Sammamish Valley, and the Snoqualmie Valley. Moreover, the initial 
acquisition effort should focus on the limited number of unprotected properties larger than 
15 acres in size located in the lower and upper Green River Valleys. 

Farm Lilll{ Progqull: $250,000 

Goal: To place new operators onto farm properties which now are, or soon could become, 
non-productive by developing and maintaining an inventory offannable properties, both 
publicly and privately owned, that are available for lease or purchase and assisting in the 
transference of such properties between the outgoing owner/operator and a new operator. 

Administration: The Natural Resources Department (NRD) proposes to establish athree 
phase pilot program to accomplish this goal. In the initial phase, and in compliance with 
Council Motion #9652, the NRD will propose the Council grant $50,000 to a consortium 
of the King County Organizing Project, the Institute for Washington's Future and the 
Cascadia Revolving Fund to organize and operate a farm cooperative on the five acre Mara 
property in South Parle 

In the second phase of the program, the NRD would inventory other County-owned lands 
of farmable quality and assess their potential for operation under similar "start-up farmer" 
programs. 

In the final phase of the Farm Link program, the NRD would seek to identify and provide 
initial funding for a non-profit entity to develop and maintain an inventory of available 
farm properties and assist in matching outgoing operators with potential new operators. 
Staff will prepare an RFP to solicit potential farmer associations or other umbrella groups 
capable of the following tasks: organize and manage programs similar to the Mara 

1 

,~ .... .:' .. :; " .. "';":"-:- ..• ~.' ~"'" -" ',.:: ::::mi;~~~:~;:' . ''i::::T-',:'''' 

/. 



I ~., I',J ~ 

""10000,"" 
property project, develop and maintain an inventory of available farm properties and assist 
in matching outgoing operators with potential new operators. Creation and administration 
of this awards program could be done through Natural Resource Department staff. The 
Agriculture Commission or a special review panel convened by the Commission would 
review all proposals and make recommendations to the Council on those to be awarded a 
contract. 

Research and Education Grant Program: $400,000 

Goal: To provide grants for specific research projects and educational programs that aid 
local fanners to more efficiently operate their farms, market their produce or meet local, 
state and federal regulations. These projects and programs may be conducted through an 
existing government agency such as the WSU Cooperative Extension, the King 
Conservation District, or the Department of Development and Environmental Services or 
through a private, non-profit agency. 

Administration: The initial phase of this program will be administered by the NRD. NRD 
will propose the Council grant up to $50,000 to a consortium of 1000 Friends of 
Washington and the Institute for Washingtpn's Future, or a similar umbrella group to 
develop base-line data on agriCulture in King County. This data will focus on who is 
farming, where, wh.at they are producing and what organizations they belong to or can be 
contacted through. Development of this data is prerequisite to soliciting ideas on the 
research and education programs that are needed by local agriculturists, and determining 
who could best provide them and how they might best be delivered. 

NRD also proposes using $10,000 ofthis allotment to promote the new basic health care 
legislation in rural areas. An award to Seattle-King County Health Department would 
1110st likely be the most appropriate vehicle for carrying out this task. 

NRD proposes an additional minimum amount of $56,000 to fund the Farmbudsman 
position within, the county for a period of one year. This will give time for NRD to 
propose the position in the permanent CX budget. 

An RFP would be prepared to solicit organizations to continue and/ or expand education 
programs and develop new research and education programs to reach additional agriculture 
operators. Funds remaining after the initial expenditures for the· baseline data project, the 
"humbudsman" and the rural health promotion would be used to fund the awards program 
(approximately $284,000). Creation and administration of this awards program could be 
done through Natural Resource Department staff. The Agriculture Commission or a 
special review panel convened by the Commission would review all proposals and make 
recommendations to the Council on those to be awarded a contract. 
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Agriculture Mari{cting and Promotion Program: $400,000 

Goal: This program is intended to assist all facets of local agriculture to more successfully 
market not only their products but also their industry as a valuable and viable element of 
the local community through operator-education programs, consumer-education programs 
and general product marketing programs. 

Administration: The NRD, with assistance from the WSU Cooperative Extension, will 
work with the Agriculture Commission to identify existing farmer associations who may 
be assisted through either training or assistance in developing programs to market both 
their products, their association and their industry. The NRD, WSU Cooperative Extension 
and Agriculture Commission will also analyze the need for and means to establish new 
assoQiations to better represent various producer groups and develop effective marketing 
programs for their products. 

The NRD and Agriculture Commission will then develop guidelines for soliciting grant 
requests from such organizations consistent with the intention of funding the initial 
development and administration of such farmer associations and promotion programs. 

During 1997 it is proposed that approximately $400,000 be awarded to an umbrella 
organization' which can carry out the marketing and promotion program including at a 
minimum the following items: (1) Preparation of a brochure on the existence and purpose 
of the Agriculture Commission and the programs in which it is involved; (2) A study to 
identify existing entities currently involved in the promotion of local agriculture; (3) 
Sponsorship, in conjunction with WSU Cooperative Extension and King Conservation 
District, of at least one conference on the how and why of local agriculture; and (4) 
Development of an initial local harvest promotion campaign for fall of 1997. 

Farming Grant Program: $225,000 

Goal: This program is intended to develop a source of small, opportunity awards, similar 
to grants, for projects of public benefit to' assist both new and established farmers in 
starting and/or operating an agriculture enterprise. 

"~'..-:'~;: 

Administration: The Farm and Forest Initiative identified the need for small, short term 
loans as a major requirement to getting new operators started in agriculture. Because the 
County cannot loan its credit to private individuals, this program would explore the 
potential for assisting small farmers through an awards program administered by the NRD. 
It is proposed that $225,000 be awarded in small amounts to be determined by the 
Agriculture Commission for new public benefit project ideas which would assist new 
farmers to enter farming or existing fanners to begin new agricultural enterprises. 
Examples of public benefit projects may include, but not be limited to those, that provide a 
measurable environmental improvement, those that contain elements of public access to 
agricultural operations or those that would distribute food or other agricultural products to 
the economically disadvantaged. Other examples of public benefit projects include public 
outreach and education on King County agriculture and its importance to King County. 
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Either the Agriculture Commission or a special panel convened by the Commission would 
review all grant applications and make recommendations to the Council on which 
applications should be funded. 

Pi"ogram Administration: 

NRD proposes that of 2% of all totals for programmatic funds not related to acquisition be 
used to supplement the administration budget for bookkeeping, developing contracts, a'1~ 
other office support. This would be the equivalent of .2 FTE to assist program staff over a 

. three year period fr0111 the time of allocation. 
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Attachment B (revised 1017/96) 

Working Forest Preservation and Incentive Program Recommendations 

Acquisition Program $2,375,000 

Q.mU.:. To create a pilot program to preserve-forest lands through acquisition, land -
exchanges, and the biosolids program. 

Administration: The limited amount of funds available for a pilot project and the 
effort to implement forest preservation quickly will require focusing on a limited number 
of key properties. Several key properties were identified through-the Open Space Bond 
Issue. 

Incentive Program Implementation: $500,000 

Goal: To develop programs which implement the incentive programs for forestry which 
are recommended in the Farm and Forest Report. 

Administration: These funds will pay for pilot projects and general development of 
a wide range of incentives. In 1996, NRD will develop legislation to protect the "Right to 
Forest" and work to inform and educate the affected property owners, foresters and the 
rural community concerning the impact of this legislation. Also in 1996 staff will 
propose ordinance changes to streamline implementation of local and state forest 
practices legislation. In 1996 and 1997, NRD will develop programs and educational 
materi~ls to expand the effectiveness and outreach for current use taxation programs. 
Implementation of an expanded current use taxation program will require additional staff 
which are not funded by this initiative. Finally, NRD will initiate a work effort to 
develop a Forest Conservation Incentive Program based on a Transfer of Development 
Rights Program and promotion of cluster development in the rural area. The Transfer of 
Development Rights Program will be a major work effort beginning in 1996, partially 
funded by a grant from the Washington Department of Community, Trade, and Economic 
Development. 

In 1997, in coordination with the Rural Forest Commission, NRD will work to develop 
programs for technical.assistance, research grants, training programs and outreach 
programs with program implementation to begin as programs are adopted. 
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Financial Chart 

Natural Resource Initiative Bond Funds 

Administrative v..'ork 
Farm and Forest :,tudy and Report (t:xpended) 
Additional work 'mReport .;: '1996 
Incentive Program Development - 1)96 

Subtotal 

Farmland Preservation 
Acquisition Program 
Farm Link Program 
Research and Education Grant Program 
Agriculture Marketing and Promotion Program 
Small Farmer Loan Program 

Subtotal 

Working Forest Program 
Acquisition Program 
Incentive Program Implementation

Subtotal 

$ 200,000 
20,000 
30,000 

$1,600,000 
250,000 
400,000 
400,000 
225,000 

$2,375,000 
500,000 

Total Farmland Preservation and Working Forest Bond Funds 

:j. 

250,000 

2,875,000 

.~ 

2,875,000 

6,000,000 

ATTACHMENT C 
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Attachment D 
Revised October 30, 1996 

Potential Farm & Forest Initiative 
Farmland Acquisitions 

The following properties represent the highest priority parcels in each of the County's 
APDs. It is unknown at this time if the landowners ofthese parcels are interested in 
entering the Farmland Preservation Program. NRD recommends these parcels be given 
the highest consideration for their in-fee or less than fee purchase. If the County is 
unable to reach agreement with the owners of the following parcels, and/or has money 
remaining following the purchase of these parcels, NRD will, at the direction of the 
Agriculture Commission, solicit offers from interested property owners in the 
corresponding APD for inclusion into the program. 

There is currently $3.5 million dollars available from the Farm & Forest Initiative, from 
remaining Farmlands Preservation Program funds, and from federal grants to purchase 
properties in the following APDs.· Staff proposes the funds be allocated to the County's 
APDs as follows: 

l. Lower Green River APD $1,500,000 
A. 26 ac. NW corner 277th & Central Avenue 
B. 24 ac. NW corner 27ih & 78 th Avenue 
C. 15 ac. W side of 78th Avenue 
D. 56 ac. dail'y, E side of West Valley Highway 

II. Upper Green River Valley APD $ 800,000 
A. 55 ac. around Neely Mansion 
B. 65 ac. strawberry farm behind slaughterhouse 
C. 100 ac. Dairy farm E of Neely Bridge 

III. Enumclaw Plateau APD $ 800,000 
A. 58 ac. dairy on Auburn / Enumclaw Highway 
B. 30 ac. addition to FPP dairy on 236th Avenue SE 
C. 75 ac. horse farm on SE 400th Street 
D. 40 ac. beeffann on Newaukum Creek & SE 416th 

Street 

IV. Sammamish Valley APD 
A. 40 ac. parcel on corner of 124th Avenue NE 
B. 15 ac. parcel on 171 5t Avenue NE 

$ 200,000 

V. Snoqualmie Valley APD . $ 200,000 
No properties have been identified at this time. NRD will, upon 
allocation of funding and at the direction of the Agriculture 

Commission, solicit offers from interested property owners in this APD. 

TOT AL $3,500,000 
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